QUAKER HOUSING TRUST:
SPARKS OF VISION & ENERGY
YEARLY MEETING IN BRITAIN’S OWN HOUSING
CHARITY, FUNDED BY DONATIONS, LOANS AND
LEGACIES FROM FRIENDS.
A UNIQUE NATIONAL CHANNEL FOR PRACTICAL
QUAKER WITNESS IN SOCIAL HOUSING SINCE 1967.
HARNESSING FRIENDS’ LOVE, ENERGY AND VISION
TO MEET UNMET HOUSING NEEDS BY SUPPORTING
LOCAL PROJECTS THROUGH ADVICE, LOANS
AND GRANTS.
WE ARE A QUAKER BODY GIVING QUAKER MONEY,
ON BEHALF OF QUAKERS, TO SOCIAL HOUSING
PROJECTS WE BELIEVE FRIENDS WOULD WANT
TO SUPPORT.
HOW WE WORK IS AS IMPORTANT AS WHAT WE DO
BECAUSE BOTH REFLECT THE REASON WE EXIST.

FORWARD FROM QUAKER HOUSING TRUST
Quaker Housing Trust is reissuing Housing: Our Spiritual
Concern and Principles for a Just Housing Policy in 2015 at a
time when inequality in housing in Britain is widening and
housing options are narrowing.
A key message for Quakers is the importance of housing as
a home – providing a secure, affordable place in which to
thrive – not merely an individual financial investment, but
vital to an inclusive and healthy society. Today, more and
more people in Britain are finding it hard to get and keep a
home. The lower your income the harder it is, and regardless
of whether you are in paid employment.
We, as Quakers and as citizens, have a collective responsibility
for housing our population, our neighbours. Making a difference is an active process and one that Friends have long
engaged with as part of our historic witness to social justice.
There is a strong sense of the need for radical change in
the housing situation. Housing: Our Spiritual Concern offers a
way of exploring for ourselves how we might contribute to
that change. Principles for a Just Housing Policy offers a way
of describing what that change might look like.
Quaker Housing Trust, January 2015

Churches National Housing Coalition (CNHC) was a
unique coalition of churches, national charities, housing
associations, local church groups, community and tenants
groups and other individuals, who came together as an
expression of concern about the poverty experienced in
Britain through lack of affordable housing. Quaker Social
Responsibility & Education (a predecessor to Quaker Peace
& Social Witness) set up a Link Group to liaise between
CNHC and Quakers.
The CNHC Link Group’s activities included facilitating Friends’
involvement in the major ecumenical lobby of Parliament
in December 1992. Housing: Our Spiritual Concern was published in 1993 as part of the materials available to help
Friends explore this concern in a personal way.
CNHC subsequently merged with CHAS (Catholic Housing
Aid Society) to form Housing Justice, the national ecumenical campaigning voice on housing issues:
www.housingjustice.org.uk
Principles for a Just Housing Policy was first published in
2001 by the BYM Housing and Social Inclusion Group to
provide a kind of checklist for Friends to use for evaluating
housing policy. It has been reprinted by Quaker Housing
Trust and is available from our Secretary, or our website:
www.qht.org.uk

SECTION III
First of all, housing is a moral issue. Decent physical accommodation is a basic need, not a luxury, a right, not a concession
. . . Thus the distribution of housing, a basic minimum for
all, fair shares in a situation of scarcity, are matters of urgent
moral concern.
Catholic Bishops’ Conference, 1985
The poor have a right to a home, which does not depend
upon their ability to pay. Decent, secure housing must be
accepted as a fundamental right for all. Decent housing
means a place that is dry, warm, and in reasonable repair.
It also means security, privacy, sufficient space, a place
where people can grow, make choices, and become more
whole people.
Faith in the City, 1985
Do I recognise that all people have a need for the
security offered by a home of one’s own? Do I consider
that this need should translate into a human right: to
have a secure home?
It was nine years of hell. The walls were wet through, right
through. I had terrible trouble. The dampness was out of this
world. Honestly, the walls were black . . . I used to be ashamed
when people came to the door. You know, because you feel
as though you’re dirty.
Catherine, 1991

man or woman moving from one temporary lodging
to another, the single parent in a sordid bed and
breakfast, the tenant in a damp house whose children
are suffering from asthma?
The majority of the human race is probably worse off today
than it was five centuries ago. The poverty of our century is
unlike that of any other. It is not, as poverty was before, the
result of natural scarcity, but a set of priorities imposed on the
rest of the world by the rich.
Immanuel Wallerstein, 1991
What kind of social transformation is needed to bring
about changes for the better?
What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
Micah 6 vs.8
Is this not the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of
wickedness, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share
your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into
your house?
Isaiah 58 vs. 6-7
How can I respond to this challenge?

Any person or family that, without any direct fault on his or
her part, does not have suitable housing is the victim of an
injustice. From an ethical point of view, it is a scandal and one
more indication of the unjust distribution of goods originally
destined for the use of us all.
Pope John Paul II, 1988
Does my belief in that of God in everyone find
expression in working for greater justice in the housing
system?
Do we need to create long term plans, not just shortterm crisis responses to produce solutions for the evil
of homelessness? When a project is set up, can it be a
symbol of the kingdom of God?
The structure of the society in which we live is not something
fixed and immutable that determines our courses of action
without choice in ourselves, it is the product of human
activity in the past, a compound of both success and failure.
Far from encouraging us to despair this should drive us rather
to renew our efforts to use our own capacities to influence
the future direction of the change that is continuously
taking place. To seek to withdraw ourselves from this struggle
is to turn our backs on the responsibility our Christian
discipleship demands of us.
Christian Faith & Practice: 548

Many Christians who work in housing and homelessness feel
passionately that this problem is the business of all in this
country. There is something fundamental about housing –
having shelter from the rain and cold, a place to be warm, at
home. Others may have different priorities, but what we can
say with confidence is that God asks us to work for justice for
all people: justice for refugees, unemployed teenagers, black
people, battered wives, young mothers lonely in a tower block,
the elderly person shoved out of sight into a ‘home’ miles from
old friends and family, the mentally ill lost and abandoned by
society, the children abused, neglected, not believed. And
people without the security of a place to live. All of these are
part of God’s vineyard, and we are told over and over again in
the scriptures that we trample on his vineyard at our peril.
Barbara D’Arcy 1992
How urgent is my concern?
As human beings, we can all find fulfilment in our relationship with this power, whatever name we give to it. It gives
meaning and purpose to our lives. It is our focus of unity. That it
touches all parts of human existence leads Quakers to assert
that life cannot be separated into categories of ‘sacred’ and
‘secular’. Nor can we divide the world into compartments
labelled ‘religious’, ‘political’, ‘social’, and so on . . . So the
Quaker faith is a holistic one, taking all experience as its arena.
Harvey Gillman, 1988
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Social housing is an important option for
secure housing in the choices available to
everyone, regardless of income.
Yearly Meeting created Quaker Housing Trust
in 1967 as a way of turning Friends’ concern
and money into help for social housing
projects which transform people’s lives by
giving them a safe place in which to live.
This practical Quaker witness is needed now
more than ever. You can be part of making
a real difference to people in housing need
by contributing directly through your own
housing charity: Quaker Housing Trust
www.qht.org.uk

About QHT
Quaker Housing Trust is a committee
of the Yearly Meeting of the Religious
Society of Friends (Quakers) in Britain.
The QHT trustees are appointed by
Meeting for Sufferings [Quaker Faith
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THE INEQUALITY IN HOUSING
IS WIDENING AND HOUSING
OPTIONS FOR PEOPLE ARE
NARROWING.
Quaker Housing Trust report to Meeting for Sufferings, 2013

